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Professional Career
Mabel N’omi Beeman Greber (1929-2014) was one of Ohio’s and 
the Midwest’s most notable archaeologists.

Dr. Greber then spent 40 years studying and writing about Ohio 
and Midwest Archaeology. Specifically, Dr. Greber was most 
known for her work on the Ohio Hopewell. She served in various 
positions with the Cleveland Archaeological Society (Exeuctive 
Board), the Ohio Archaeological Council (trustee, Vice President, 
and as a member of several committees), the Central States    
Anthropological Service (Executive Board), the Midwest           
Archaeological Conference, (Nominations Committee and     
Program Chair) and the Society for American Archaeology     
(Native American Affairs sub-committee).  

Mabel Beeman graduated from West Haven High School in   
Connecticut in 1947 after participating in many clubs. She then 
attended her graduate studies at Smith College and Harvard   
University. With degrees in mathematics from both institutions, 
her first professional step into Midwest archaeology occurred in 
1974 presenting at the Midwest Archaeological Conference on 
the Middle Woodland Period. In 1976 to round out her career as a 
student at Case Western Reserve University in Ohio, she         
submitted her doctoral thesis “Within Ohio Hopewell: Analyses of 
burial patterns from several classic sites.”

The last years of her         
profesional career were spent 
as Curator of Archaeology at 
the Cleveland Natural History 
Museum.

In 2013, Dr. Greber received 
both the Midwest                
Archaeological conferences 
Distinguished Careers Award 
as well as the Ohio              
Archaeological Council’s 
Scholarship Award.

Dr. Greber produced more 
than 60 papers, articles,   
chapters, and presentations 
on all things Hopewell.

Within Ohio Hopewell: Analyses of burial patterns from several classic sites. Ph.D. Dissertation, Department of Anthropology, Case Western Reserve University, 1976. University Microfilms International, Ann Arbor, Michigan.

Preliminary Report of Excavations at Nashport Mound, Dillon Lake, Ohio. Report to the National Park Service, October 1976.

Report to the Ohio American Revolution Bicentennial Advisory Commission on the 1976 Salvage Excavations of the Edwin Harness Mound. (with David Brose) American Revolution Bicentennial Administration Matching Grant 76 
19 4997, December 1976.

Revisiting a Classic Hopewell Site for Modern Salvage, Ohio Archaeologists at the Edwin Harness Mound. Ohio Archaeologist, 27(3) 1977.

Book review of Studies in Ohio Archaeology. American Anthropologist 79(3) 1977.

Report of the 1975 Excavations at the Nashport Mound (33MU17) Dillon Lake, Ohio. Report to The National Park Service, November 1977. Department of Archaeology, Ohio Historical Society.

The 1977 Excavations at the Edwin Harness Mound. Ohio Archaeologist 27(4) 1977.

Archaeological Survey of the Flintkote Sewer Corridor. (with W.S. Clarke and A. Cramer) Submitted to the City of Chillicothe, January 1978. Department of Archaeology, Cleveland Museum of Natural History.

Report on Reconnaissance and Sub Surface Archaeological Investigations of the CEI 345 KV Transmission Line: Perry Leroy Center. (with Lisa Murray) Submitted to Cleveland Electric Illuminating Company, June 1978. Depart-
ment of Archaeology Archaeological Research Report 11:pt II, Cleveland Museum of Natural History.

An Archaeological Literature Search and Probability Study for the Study Area of the Ohio Brady Lake 138 KV Line Loop. Submitted to Stanley Consultants, Inc., Muscotine, Iowa, July 1978. Department of Archaeology Archaeo-
logical Research Report 42: pt I, Cleveland Museum of Natural History.

A Report of Sub Surface Archaeological Investigations of the Proposed Naivaka Park Recreational Center. Submitted to the City of Brecksville, September 1978. Department of Archaeology, Archaeological Research Report 15, 
Cleveland Museum of Natural History.

The Archaeological Resources Within the Proposed Streetsboro Facilities Plan, Portage County, Ohio. (with David R. Bush). Submitted to Portage County Sanitary Engineer, Ravenna, Ohio. Department of Archaeology, Archaeo-
logical Research Report 22:Pt I, Cleveland Museum of Natural History, 1979.

Hopewell Archaeology: The Chillicothe Conference. (Volume editor; David S. Brose was conference organizer). Kent State University Press, 1979.

Variations in Social Structure Among Classic Ohio Hopewell Peoples. Midcontinental Journal of Archaeology 3(3):35-78 1979.

A Comparative Study of Site Morphology and Burial Patterns at Edwin Harness Mound and Seip Mounds 1 and 2, In Hopewell Archaeology: The Chillicothe Conference edited by N. Greber, Kent State University Press, 1979..

The Micro component of the Ohio Hopewell Lithic Industry: Bladelets (with Richard S. Davis and Ann S. DuFresne) Annals of the New York Academy of Science. Vol. 376 Pages 489-528, December 1981.

Salvaging Clues to a Prehistoric Culture, The Gamut, No. 3, pages 35-45. Cleveland State University, 1981.

The Phase I and II Archaeological Survey of the Proposed Omega Power Plant Site, Pike County, Ohio. (with Stanley Baker, Rae Norris, and Don Bier) Submitted to Charles T. Main Inc., Boston, Mass. by the Department of Con-
tract Archeology, Ohio Historical Society, Columbus, 1982.

Book review of The Archaeology of Death edited by Robert Chapman, Ian Kinnes, and Klavs Ransborg. American Anthropologist Vol. 85 No. 2, 1983.

Early Middle Woodland Study Unit Archaeological Resource Plan, Northeast Ohio. Submitted to The Ohio Historic Preservation Office, Columbus, 1983.

Recent Excavations at the Edwin Harness Mound, Liberty Works, Ross County, Ohio. (with special analyses by James B. Griffin, Richard I. Ford, Tristine L. Smart, Raymond S. Baby, Susanne Langlois, Stephanie Belovich, David 
Morse, and Kent Vickery) Midcontinental Journal of Archaeology, Special Paper No. 5, 1983.

Geophysical Remote Sensing at Archaeological Sites in Ohio: A Case History. Expanded Abstracts with Biographies, 1984 Technical Program pp 185-189. Society of Exploration Geophysicists, 54th Annual International SEG Meet-
ing, Atlanta, Georgia, 1984.

Ohio entries in Historical Dictionary of North American Archaeology, edited by Edward B. Jelks. Greenwood Press, Westport, Conn, 1988.

The Hopewell Site: a contemporary analysis based on the work of Charles C. Willoughby. (with Katharine C. Ruhl) Westview Press, Boulder, Colorado, 1989. Published in cooperation with the Peabody Museum of Archaeology 
and Ethnolgy, Harvard University.

Ohio Hopewell (text, captions, and slides) Pictures of Record, Weston, Conn, 1989.

Ohio Hopewell Earthworks, Hearthstone No. 16:28 31, 1990.

Preliminary Report on the 1990 Excavations at Capitolium Mound, Marietta Earthworks, Ohio. Presented to The National Geographic Society, Washington, D.C., 1991

A Study of Continuity and Contrast Between Central Scioto Adena and Hopewell Sites. West Virginia Archaeologist 43(1&2):1-26.

The 1992 Field Season at the Hopewell Site, Ross County, Ohio. Submitted (with Mark F. Seeman) to the Archaeological Conservancy, Sante Fe, New Mexico. January 1993

The 1993 Field Season at the Hopewell Site, Ross County, Ohio. Submitted (with Mark F. Seeman) to the Archaeological Conservancy, Sante Fe, New Mexico. January 1995.

Some Archaeological Localities Recorded in the Seip Earthworks and Dill Mounds Historic District. Report to the National Park Service. October 1995.

The Hopewell Site: realm of Hopewellian artisans and architects. (with Patricia Essenpreis and Katharine C, Ruhl) On CD The Hopewell Mound Group: Its People and Their Legacy. Presented by the Ohio Historical Society, 1995.

A Commentary on the Contexts and Contents of Large to Small Ohio Hopewell Deposits. In A View From the Core edited by Paul Pacheco, pp 150-172. The Ohio Archaeological Council. 1996.

Two Geometric Enclosures in Paint Creek: An Estimate of Possible Changes in Community Patterns Through Time. In Ohio Hopewell Community Organization edited by William Dancey and Paul Pacheco pp 207-230. Kent State 
University Press. 1997.

Comments on Ceremonial Centres from the Cayapas (Esmeraldas, Ecuador) to Chillicothe (Ohio, USA) by Warren R. DeBoer; comments published with the article. Cambridge Archaeological Journal (7(2):225-53, October 1997.

Tribute to James B. Griffin (1905-1997) (with other archaeologists) Midcontinental Journal of
Archaeology (22(2):125-158, Fall 1997.

Entries on Ohio Hopewell and Seip Earthworks. In Archaeology of Prehistoric Native America: An Encyclopedia edited by Guy Gibbon. Garland Publishing, Inc. 1998.

Combining Geophysics and Ground Truth at High Bank Earthworks, Ross County, Ohio. The Ohio Archaeological Council Newsletter, 11(1):8-11.

Correlating Maps of The Hopewell Site, 1820-1993 (text and computer files). Report to Hopewell Culture National Historical Park, National Park Service, January 1999.

Correlating Maps of the Hopewell Site, 1820-1993. Hopewell Archaeology: the Newsletter of
Hopewell Archaeology in the Ohio River Valley 3(2):1-6.

The Hopewell Site: A Contemporary Analysis Based on the Work of Charles C. Willoughby (with Katharine C. Ruhl). Reprinted by Eastern National in cooperation with the Harvard Peabody Museum of Archaeology and Ethnolo-
gy, 2000. Second printing 2001.

The Year 2000 Field Season at the High Bank Earthwork. (with Karen Royce) The Ohio Archaeological Council Newsletter 13(1): 23.

Well Grounded Work. Explorer 42(2): 11-13.

Preliminary Report on the 2002 Excavations at the Great Circle, High Bank Works. Submitted to Hopewell Culture National Historical Park and the Midwest Archaeological Center, 30 August 2002.

A Preliminary Comparison of 1997 and 2002 Limited Excavations in the Great Circle Wall, High Bank Works, Ross County, Ohio. Hopewell Archeology: The Newsletter of Hopewell Archaeology in the Ohio River Valley, 5(2):1-6.

Hopewell Mound 11: Yet Another Look at an Old Collection (with Frank L. Cowan). Hopewell Archaeology: The Newsletter of Hopewell Archaeology in the Ohio River Valley, 5(2) :7-11.

Report on the 2002 Excavations at the Great Circle, High Bank Works. Submitted to Hopewell Culture National Historical Park and the Midwest Archaeological Center, 30 May 2003.

Chronological Relationships Among Ohio Hopewell Sites: Few Dates and Much Complexity. In Theory, Method, and Practice in Modern Archaeology edited by Robert J. Jeske and Douglas K. Charles, pp 88-113. Praeger Publish-
ers, Westport Conn and London, England, 2003.

The Edwin Harness Big House. In Ohio Archaeology by Bradley T. Lepper, pp 132-134. Orange Frazer Press, Wilmington, Ohio, 2005.

Adena and Hopewell in the Middle Ohio Valley: to be or not to be. In The Good Servant and the Bad Master: Woodland Period Systematics in the Middle Ohio Valley edited by Robert Mainfort and Darlene Applegate, 19-39. Uni-
versity of Alabama Press, 2005.

The 2004 Field Season at High Bank Works, Ross County, Ohio. Hopewell Archaeology: The Newsletter of Hopewell Archaeology in the Ohio River Valley. 6(2) March 2005.

Report to Hopewell Culture National Historical Park on 2005 Field Work at the High Bank Works. Submitted to Hopewell Culture National Historical Park 31 August 2005.

Enclosures and Communities in Ohio Hopewell: An Essay. In Recreating Hopewell edited by
Douglas Charles and Jane Buikstra pp 74-105. University of Florida Press, 2006.

Report to Hopewell Culture National Park on 2006 Field Work at the High Bank Works. Submitted to Hopewell Culture National Historical Park. 31 August 2006.

A Study of Possible Effect of the Proposed OH-Newark Country Club Tower on Astronomical Studies of the Newark Earthworks. (With Robert Horn) Submitted to Environmental Resources Management, Solon, Ohio 2 March 
2006.

Preliminary Report to Hopewell Culture National Historical Park on 2007 Field Work at the High Bank Works. Archaeological Research Report 152, Cleveland Museum of Natural History. Submitted to Hopewell Culture National 
Historical Park August 2007.

The 2008 Field Season at the High Bank Earthworks (33Ro60) Ross County, Ohio. Archaeological Research Report 157, Cleveland Museum of Natural History. Submitted to Hopewell Culture National Historical Park and the 
Midwest Archeological Center. Sept 2009.

Publications Publications (continued)
Re-interpretation of a Group of Hopewell Low Mounds and Structures, Seip Earthworks, Ross County, Ohio. Guest Editor and contributor for the issue, 
Midcontinental Journal of Archaeology, 34(1)5-186. 2009.

Stratigraphy and Chronology in the 1971-1977 Ohio Historical Society Field Data. Midcontinental Journal of Archaeology 34(1)19-52.

Final Data and Summary Comments. Midcontinental Journal of Archaeology 34(1)171-186.

Exploring the Features Found During the 1971-1977 Seip Earthworks Excavations. (with Jarrod Burks) Midcontinental Journal of Archaeology 
34(1)143-170.

Field Studies of the Octagon and Great Circle High Bank Earthworks Ross County, Ohio. (with Orrin Shane) In In the Footprints of Squier and Davis: 
Archaeological Field Work in Ross County, Ohio pp. 23-48, edited by Mark J. Lynott. Midwest Archeological Center Special Report No. 5. National Park 
Service Midwest Archeological Center, Lincoln, Neb, 2009.

Coda: Still Seeking Hopewell. In Hopewell Settlement Patterns, Subsistence, and Symbolic Landscapes pp 335-348, edited by A. Martin Byers and Dee-
Anne Wymer. University Press of Florida, 2010.

Adena in Ohio and Hopewell in Kentucky: In Honor of R. Berle Clay. Journal of Kentucky Archaeology, Volume 1, Number 1 (Summer 2011) on line as a 
.pdf and as a web site.
http://campus.murraystate.edu/academic/j_ky_arch/Journal_Kentucky_Archaeology/

The Ringler Dugout Revisited (with Katharine C. Ruhl and Isaac Greber). Journal of Ohio Archaeology 2:16-29. An electronic publication of the Ohio 
Archaeological Council, 2012.

Wooden Structures and Cultural Symbolism in Ohio Hopewell. In Building the Past: Prehistoric Wooden Post Architecture in the Ohio Valley-Great Lakes, 
edited by B. Redmond and R. Genheimer, pp. 85-125. University of Florida Press, Gainesville. 2015

Dr. Mabel N’omi Beeman Greber 
was a professional with a      

monumental amount of written 
works, but she also held the 

roles of an influencer, advocate, 
coworker, advisor, mentor, 

mother, and wife.

Her patience and          
kind-heartedness are                 

remembered by those who knew 
her.
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Many thanks to...
April Sievert, for suggesting this accomplished woman

---

Leslie Drane, for co-chairing “Women at Work”
---

All of the “Women at Work” participants
---

Wendy Wasman, Archivist at the Cleveland Natural History Museum
---

Those ready to shine a light on the accomplishments of others.
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