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Book Notes

field, llinois, embossed pharmacy bottles in Springfield, Illinois is an important
“follow-up” study to Bottled in Illinots (ISAS Studies in Archaeology 6)—Farnsworth
and Walthall’s earlier volume on Illinois embossed bottles that date to the 18401880
era. But it is clear from the detail and complexity of Fred’s Springfield study that

Fred’s in-depth research on the use-history and manufacturing history of Spring-

expanding his research to encompass embossed pharmacy bottles statewide would be
a daunting task of practically impossible proportions.

But the good news for archaeologists is that Fred’s Springfield study can be used as a
statewide model to determine the functions of specific bottle styles and the age of archae-
ological features in which these bottles are recovered, regardless of the company name
or town name embossed on the bottles. This wider archaeological significance of Fred’s
Springfield study is the subject of Farnsworth’s Drugstore Bottles for Archaeologists overview.
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About the Author

Fredrick M. Brown, Fabrication Artisan

Fred Brown, a life-long Springfield resident, has
spent his professional carcer designing displays
and building models for the Exhibits Section of the
Public Affairs Division of the Illinois Department
of Transportation. In this largely self-created
role, Fred produced replicas of many important
artifacts discovered at Illinois archaeological sites
in road-construction right-of-ways, and has used
the information from these excavations to design
breathtaking historical and archaeological models
of several important historic and prehistoric sites
and structures discovered and studied in advance
of highway construction. Fred's models have
been displayed at the University of Illinois ISAS
headquarters in Urbana and in the Museum of
the Grand Prairie in Mahomet [“Hidden Underfoot:
Historical Archaeology in Tllinois”].

Fred was a key participant in the recent
ISAS “"Bottled in Illinois” project [ISAS Studies in
Archaeology 6, 2011], documenting the historical
context of 1840-1880 Illinois historical bottles
found at archaeological sites statewide. His latest
research project, reported here, takes Illinois historic
1llinois glass studies one step further—preparing
and assembling a volume focused on embossed
Springfield pharmacy glassware used by the
developing drugstore industry in the capitol city from
1860 to 1920.

FRONT COVER IMAGE. Examples of lllinois amber, teal, “milk glass.” cobalt, and green embossed pharmacy

bottles. Photography by Kenneth B. Farnsworth.

BACK COVER IMAGE. Humorous trade card, 1907-1918, Jacob Booth pharmacy in Springield.
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