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Book Notes

Fred’s in-depth research on the use-history and manufacturing history of  Spring-
field, Illinois, embossed pharmacy bottles in Springfield, Illinois is an important 
“follow-up” study to Bottled in Illinois (ISAS Studies in Archaeology 6)—Farnsworth 

and Walthall’s earlier volume on Illinois embossed bottles that date to the 1840–1880 
era. But it is clear from the detail and complexity of  Fred’s Springfield study that 
expanding his research to encompass embossed pharmacy bottles statewide would be 
a daunting task of  practically impossible proportions.

But the good news for archaeologists is that Fred’s Springfield study can be used as a 
statewide model to determine the functions of  specific bottle styles and the age of  archae-
ological features in which these bottles are recovered, regardless of  the company name 
or town name embossed on the bottles. This wider archaeological significance of  Fred’s 
Springfield study is the subject of  Farnsworth’s Drugstore Bottles for Archaeologists overview.
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