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For this reviewer, People & Culture in Ice Age Americas was a 
somewhat difficult book to review. Stemming from a 2014 

conference symposium, the volume was not published until 2019. In the nearly eight years 
between the volume’s conception to today so much research has been published on late 
Pleistocene New World archaeology that I found it difficult to assess much of  the volume’s 
contents as “new” research on its own merits. Indeed, many of  the topics covered in the 
volume have been recently featured in prominent debates, although the omission of  those 
post-dating 2019 are no fault of  the authors. Regardless, some of  the work stands outdated.

For example, Ardelean et al.’s (Chapter 7) nascent description of  Chiquihuite Cave, 
Mexico was interesting given that the site has since been treated to more extensive excava-
tions, the latter receiving both wide public notoriety (Ardelean et al. 2020) and intense sci-
entific scrutiny (Chatters et al. 2021). The validity of  underwater archaeological sites in the 
North American Great Lakes—which Lemke and O’Shea (Chapter 9) assert demonstrates 
Early Holocene caribou hunting—has been extensively questioned (compare White 2021 
with Lemke 2021). This reviewer did a double take upon reading Adovasio and Pedler’s 
(Chapter 10) comment that the Solutrean hypothesis could “not be absolutely ruled out,” 
until I remembered that in 2014 the discipline was still in the midst of  that debate. And 
the occasional referral to “Clovis-first” in the volume—even a tired straw-man argument in 
2014 as correctly noted by Dillehay (Chapter 13)—is certainly a dead straw-man argument 
today (Meltzer 2021; Potter et al. 2021). Yet, while the volume may not be entirely up to 
date, the discussion above illustrates that People and Culture’s contents is still highly relevant 
both scientifically and historically. Furthermore, for this reviewer the volume put an excla-
mation point on the pace of  change in Paleoindian studies.

Other chapters, however, were more easily read without any chronicled baggage. The 
first five chapters of  the volume focused upon site- or regional-level reporting from differ-
ent locations across South America. I found these papers to be interesting and uniformly 
strong, regardless of  whether they were reappraisals of  sites, like Martin and colleagues 
(Chapter 1) excellent reassessment of  Cueva del Medio, Argentina, or least-cost GIS mod-
els, like Aceituno-Bocangra and Uriarte’s examination of  mobility routes across Columbia. 
Two chapters by Acosta-Ochoa and colleagues (Chapter 6) and Williams and colleagues 
(Chapter 8) describe Earlier-than-Clovis, Clovis, or Clovis-Era, stone technologies. Descrip-
tions of  technological patterns are useful and important, but of  course should only serve 
as a starting point for, or complement to, future formal quantitative assessments. Schurr 
(Chapter 12) provides a summary of  DNA evidence for the Peopling of  the Americas, that 
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along with Willerslev and Meltzer’s (2021) recent synthesis, would make excellent read-
ing for both professionals (especially non-geneticists like this reviewer) and students. 
Finally, Shott (Chapter 11) provides what this reviewer considered to be the strongest 
paper in the volume: a discussion of  proboscidean extinctions as viewed from evidence 
in North America’s Midwest region. Shott’s measured and thorough approach to an 
otherwise contentious topic exemplified his concluding remark that “we must address 
the question dispassionately.”

Overall, the volume is well-edited and well-produced. All the figures are clean and 
crisp, the tables are easy to read, and the references for each chapter are appropriately 
placed at each chapter’s end, rather than lumped together at the end of  the book. 
Archaeologists specializing in Paleoindian archaeology will want to possess of  copy 
of  this volume, both for the data and evidence it presents as well as for the context it 
provides for current and future debates.
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