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Reviewed by Brian Adams, Illinois State Archaeological Survey,
University of Illinois at Urbana–Champaign.
This work is a comprehensive account of both the role the
emerging field of anthropology played in the 1893 World’s Columbian Exposition in Chicago, celebrating the 400th anniversary of Christopher Columbus’ “discovery” of the New
World, as well as the impact the Fair had on the subsequent development of the discipline
of anthropology. It consists of seven essays devoted to various aspects of the incorporation
of then current anthropological concepts into the Exposition that “…would illustrate ‘the
steps of progress of civilization and its arts in successive centuries, and in all lands up to the
present time”…and be an “…illustrated encyclopedia of humanity” (Hinsley and Wilcox,
p. xviii). Most of the essays include related “documents” consisting of relevant contemporary articles/addresses written by participating anthropologists (e.g. Franz Boas, Frederic Ward Putnam, William Henry Holmes, Daniel Garrison Brinton), as well as primary
accounts of the Fair (e.g. excerpts from Frank Hamilton Cushing’s diary). In addition, some
essays include appendixes that present synopsized biographical information about practicing anthropological researchers of the period. The book includes a discussion of the social,
political, and economic environment of Chicago at the time, and how existing tensions
between eastern politicians and the newly rising socio-economic and political status of Chicago initially threatened its selection as the site for the exposition by the U.S. Congress. The
book also documents the related struggle between those who envisioned the Fair as a strictly
professional, academic forum for educational purposes (e.g. Putnam, Boas) and those who
saw the opportunity to “popularize” the Fair and appeal to the masses (e.g. Frederick Starr
and George A. Dorsey); the latter were supported to a degree by businessmen expecting a
return on their investment in the Fair. The book is well illustrated, and includes a “Visual
Interlude” of anthropological images derived from contemporary magazines, newspapers,
paintings and photographs of the Exposition.
As the book discusses, three “centers” of anthropological research associated with key
anthropological researchers existed at the time of exposition and these were tapped for contributions to the Fair: John Wesley Powell and William Henry Holmes of the Bureau of Ethnology/Smithsonian Institute; Frederic Ward Putnam and Franz Boas of the Peabody Museum
in Cambridge; and Daniel Garrison Brinton of Philadelphia and the International Congress
of Anthropology. Putnam, assisted by Franz Boas, headed Department M (Ethnology), and
directed and supervised the acquisition of numerous archaeological and anthropological
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c ollections from North and South America to be housed in the “Anthropology Building”
and in ethnographic villages on the Midway Plaisance. Unfortunately, to Putnam’s disappointment, the Anthropology Building was relatively secluded, located in the remote
southeast corner of the fairgrounds, and wasn’t completed until July 4, 1893, over two
months after the Fair opened. Putnam advocated “object lessons,” stressing the educational value of museum displays and “ethnographic villages” over classroom instruction
to educate the general public. The book describes in detail how collections were made
and how displays were prepared. Anthropological/archaeological “life group” exhibits for the Bureau of American Ethnology/Smithsonian Institute were housed in the
“Government Building” and were installed with expert assistance of Frank Hamilton
Cushing, noted expert on Zuni life and culture. Again, the book describes in detail how
the archaeological/ethnological collections were secured and how the displays were prepared, though ethnographic exhibits tended to take precedence over archaeology. Cushing’s role in the latter is especially well documented. As with Putnam’s work, displays for
the Government Building were unfinished by the time the Fair opened on May 1, 1893,
and many wouldn’t be completed until September. Daniel Garrison Brinton, president of
the International Congress of Anthropology, presided over the meeting held in Chicago
between August 28 and September 2, 1893, most of which was held at the Exposition
fairgrounds. Though few European specialists attended, the congress was considered a
success, despite the fact that Brinton, influenced by the works of Lewis Henry Morgan,
adhered to concepts that were beginning to be questioned by younger researchers and
to fall into disfavor (e.g. psychic unity of mankind, independent invention). Brinton was
a well-respected scholar, and his theoretical positions generated lively debate at the congress, especially among rising scholars such as Franz Boas, who advocated the study of
migration, borrowing, and culture contact in social/cultural development (the “historical
method” of investigation). As the book demonstrates, these theoretical differences and
debates set the stage for the coalescence of anthropological study in America.
Reading this volume one quickly realizes how important archaeological investigations were to the early development of anthropological theory in America; such
investigations were closely intertwined with ethnographic investigations, physical
anthropology, linguistics, and folklore studies. Further, many of these key archaeological investigations were conducted in the Midwest with results presented at the Fair:
Moorehead and Putnam’s work at the Madisonville Cemetery, Fort Ancient, Turner
Group, and Serpent Mound sites in Ohio, and results of their investigations at the
Effigy Mounds in Wisconsin and the Cahokia site in Illinois. Also of interest to Midwest
archaeologists is the early career of Warren K. Moorehead. Though later recognized
as the “Dean of American Archaeology,” Moorehead’s early involvement in archaeology and the Chicago Exposition did not bode well for an aspiring professional in the
field. A brief summary is presented here given his future role in Midwest prehistory,
and to illustrate the paths by which scholars attempted to establish themselves in the
field at the time. While Moorehead attended both Denison University and the University of Pennsylvania, he never graduated from either institution. Due to his familiarity
with prehistoric sites in Ohio, Moorehead was hired by Putnam to conduct excavations
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at Fort Ancient and the Hopewell Mound Group to secure collections for the Chicago
Fair. Moorehead’s attempts to get involved with investigations in the Southwest and at
“Cliff Dweller” sites to increase his prestige eventually backfired, alienating him from
Putnam and financial backers. Eventually, “…Moorehead…began to see the anthropological establishment as an obstacle to his success” (Snead, p. 350). After the Fair,
Moorehead’s behavior bordered on the unethical when he “trespassed” into Chaco
Canyon and initiated work at Pueblo Bonito to further his own career, despite prior
plans by Richard Wetherill and the Hyde Exploring Expedition to commence work at
the site. In the end, Moorehead would salvage his career and become renowned for his
published contributions to the field.
A significant outcome of the Fair was the creation of the Field Columbian Museum
(now the Field Museum of Natural History), which Putnam considered a major outcome of the Fair. He worked fervently to make it a reality to insure a permanent public
institution in Chicago to house collections secured for the Fair. The volume describes
in detail how this occurred in Essay One (Anthropology as Education and Entertainment) and
Essay Six (Patrons, Popularizers, and Professionals).
For the most part, this is very well researched and documented volume, but a few
areas could have benefited from relatively minor improvements. To begin with, a more
detailed map of the fairgrounds would have been useful. The 1893 Souvenir Map of
the World’s Columbian Exposition in the frontispiece is much too small and of poor
quality to track the events discussed in the text.
While the book addresses the issue of the often-unfair and exploitative interactions
between native groups (e.g., Navajos and Inuits) “on display” in “tableaux vivants” and
Fair organizers, there is virtually no discussion of the issue of the ethics of rampant
collection of prehistoric artifacts for the Fair from throughout North and South America, many of which were undoubtedly secured from burial contexts. This is a serious
issue today, and it would have been instructive to at least briefly examine and explain
how the profession has changed its views on this practice over time through increased
collaboration and cooperation with tribal groups and governmental legislation, similar
to the discussion of the rise of the controversial eugenics movement presented in various parts of the book.
Frank Hamilton Cushing was an enthusiastic participant in the Fair, assisting with
displays for the Bureau of American Ethnology/Smithsonian Institute housed in the
“Government Building.” Essay Four (Anthropology in a Changing America: Interpreting the
Chicago ‘Triumph’ of Frank Hamilton Cushing) includes two related “documents”: “Document E” consisting of excerpts from Cushing’s diary kept at the Fair, and “Document
F,” a formal report composed by Cushing describing his activities between July and
September 1893. Cushing’s diary excerpts, while generally fascinating, often proved
difficult to follow due to unclear abbreviations, incomplete sentences, missing names,
and so on, and this section may have benefited from more extensive abridgement and
editing. These shortcoming are somewhat rectified by the inclusion of over 100 footnotes with the excerpts. Further, following Cushing’s activities as recorded in his diary
might have been easier had “Document F,” the formal account of his work, preceded
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the diary excerpts. Document F is well organized and written, and provides a good
framework for reading and following the diary excerpts in Document E.
Finally, the book includes summary tables in Essay Seven (Going National), two within
the essay (Tables 1 and 2), and a third attached as an appendix. This essay successfully tracks the increasing professionalization of anthropology following the Fair, and
employs the tables to summarize developments over time. Table 1 compares changing
membership levels temporally and regionally in the Anthropological Society of Washington (ASW) and the American Anthropological Association (AAA). While these summary statistics are enlightening and provide a measure of the shifting centers of the
field over time, I found the table too cluttered with Arabic and Roman numerals, upper
and lower case abbreviations, and bracketed numerals to convey a clear and concise
summary of the data to the reader. Likewise, the appended table, “Comparison of
Primary Contributors to the American Anthropologist, 1888–1925” is overly cluttered with
upper and lower case letters, and it is unclear how the author classified contributors as
“regular” or “occasional.”
In summary, this volume provides a fascinating, well-documented and illustrated
account of the impact the 1893 World’s Columbian Exposition in Chicago had on the
distillation of the professional field on anthropology in America. Despite a few minor
shortcomings, this book is an important and valuable contribution to the history of the
discipline.

