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Dunmore’s 1775 Proclamation may have drained the swamp of  such communities. 
And with the new USA encouraging expansionism, canal companies moved into the 
Dismal, carrying capitalist modes of  production into the wilderness. The enslaved men 
worked on the task system with financial bonuses as incentives and occasionally employed 
the maroons to cut shingles. For a short time, each group enriched the others’ lives, but 
gradually, perhaps inevitably given the avariciousness of  a capitalist system, the maroons 
became “immersed in that exchange-value market economy” (p. 205).

In combining his archaeology with careful historical work in the archives, Sayer builds 
a convincing case. American historians may be initially turned off by the dense theoreti-
cal language used to explain that people need to eat, but work is hard. But both historians 
and anthropologists should persevere, for Sayers’s perspectives are fresh and brilliant.


